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AlBERTANs ARE hOldINg sTEAdy

At the end of the tunnel, a glimmer of light
After three successive quarters of downward movement in the views of 
everyday Albertans, things are beginning to shift in a more positive direction. 
Early indications are that we might be turning a corner on how Albertans 
perceive a range of factors from oil market prices to the global economy.

As they’ve adapted to uncertain economic conditions over the year, Albertans 
have been making changes, such as reducing household spending and modifying 
vacation plans. At the same time, people are feeling like they are less behind  
on their main goals of saving for retirement and paying down household debt. 

While we are only seeing slight shifts, these positive indicators could be 
explained by a couple of factors. Primarily, the rebound in energy prices has had 
a positive effect, and about two-thirds of Albertans have also received financial 
advice from a number of sources over the past year, perhaps helping to remove 
the fear of the unknown. 

While we can feel cautiously optimistic with the slight recovery in both the 
price of oil and the attitude of the average Albertan, stay tuned for Investor Beat 
Volume 5 in the fall, when we see how this sunnier outlook holds up under the 
glare of the Fort McMurray wildfire.

Albertans are holding steady in Volume 4. Among those who think it is a good time for saving/investing, significantly less 
mentioned the poor/unstable economy as the reason. For those that feel it is a bad time, significantly more mentioned not 
having available funds.

While 70% of Albertans remain neutral on the subject, there is a definite upswing 
in mood in the current volume. We saw similar movement in Albertans’ views  
on the Canadian economy and the Canadian dollar.

87%
OF AlBERTANs FEEl  

POsITIVE OR NEUTRAl 
TOWARds sAVINg ANd/OR 

INVEsTINg TOdAy

How Albertans view the global economy



While not as optimistic as the views on the global and Canadian 
economies, views on the Alberta economy may have also reached  
a turning point. We will monitor the next volume closely, as the 
effects of the current wildfire season come to bear.

How Albertans view the Alberta economy

8%
dROP IN AlBERTANs WITh 

lONg-TERM MUTUAl FUNds, 
sTOCKs OR BONds

In this volume, only 53% of Albertans 
reported holding mutual funds, stocks 
and bonds compared to 61% three 
months ago. This is likely a sign of the 
times; people moving their investments 
into easily accessible ‘just in case’ cash 
accounts. Cash products continue to be 
favoured by those with under $100k in 
investible assets, Millennials and women 
of all age groups.

EVEN As ThE OUTlOOK IMPROVEs 
ThE dROP IN OIl PRICEs CONTINUEs TO BE FElT

49%
OF AlBERTANs hAVE BEEN 

IMPACTEd By ThE dROP  
IN OIl PRICEs

Residents of Calgary (55%) and Edmonton (53%) claim to be significantly impacted, a higher rating than other parts of 
Alberta. Gen-Xers and Millennials are more likely to be impacted by job loss than Boomers (aged 54+), who have seen their 
investments and real estate decline in value more so than their counterparts.
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While job losses mount, declines  
in property values of those impacted seem  
to be lessening, with 16% citing a decline  
in value versus 21% who cited a decline  
three months ago.

Actions taken by those impacted

Albertans impacted  
by the drop in oil prices 
have taken a variety 
of actions in response, 
while 60% of those  
who have not been 
impacted have done 
nothing different.



AlBERTANs ARE sEEKINg AdVICE  
FROM A NUMBER OF sOURCEs

33%
OF AlBERTANs RECEIVEd 
AdVICE FROM A FAMIly 

MEMBER

31%
OF AlBERTANs RECEIVEd 

AdVICE FROM A FINANCIAl 
AdVIsOR

Albertans with investible assets exceeding $100k were far more likely to seek the services of a financial advisor. 23%  
of Albertans also sought advice from online resources. Those with less than $25k to invest were most likely to get advice from 
friends and family.

Reasons Albertans  
started working with  
a financial advisor
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My �nancial situation 
got more complicated

My bank suggested it
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suggested it
Life event (i.e., married, 

child, divorce, etc.)
Other 12%

More than two thirds of Albertans don’t work with a financial advisor. The top 
reasons cited were they felt they didn’t have enough assets (39%); that they could 
do it themselves (28%); that professional advice costs too much (22%).

For more information on this report or the next  
ATB Investor Beat edition, please write us  
at investorbeat@atb.com. you can also visit 
atb.com/investorbeat to be included on the mailing list. 

About ATB Investor services
ATB Financial (atb.com) is the largest Alberta-based financial 
institution, with assets of $43.1 billion. ATB offers investor 
services, as well as retail, business, agricultural and corporate 
financial services to more than 710,000 Albertans across  
244 communities in our province.

ATB Investor Services is the wealth management arm  
of ATB Financial. Our goal is to sort through the clutter and 
make investing easier to understand so our clients can focus 
on the things that really matter in life. 

To learn more about ways our investing 
philosophy is helping Albertans,  
please contact: 
Chris Turchansky, President of ATB Investor 
Services at christurchansky@atb.com

Who did we talk to?
Ipsos (www.ipsos-na.com) is the third largest market research 
company in the global industry providing a full range of 
market research services. In North America, Ipsos has more 
than 2,100 research professionals and support staff located  
in 33 offices, with eight offices in Canada.

These findings are from an online survey conducted 
from April 11-18, 2016 using Ipsos’ i-Say panel. The 1,007 
respondents are representative of Albertans 18 years of age 
and older based on age, gender and region. Using a Bayesian 
credibility interval the survey is considered accurate to within 
+/- 3.5 percentage points had all adults in Alberta  
been polled.

ATB Securities Inc. (Member: Canadian Investor Protection Fund; Member:  
Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada) is a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of ATB Financial and authorized user of the trade name ATB Investor Services.  
ATB Investor Services is a registered trademark of Alberta Treasury Branches.
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